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EDITOR'S NOTES 


Hi, again, out there in Sinclair land! 


The observant among you will note 
that we have already changed our 
name to NESQLUG. This is because 
we like pronouncable acronyms, and 
the NEQLUG sounded like asking for 
a candy wafer while gulping. 


As observed elsewhere our group 
has grown by twenty percent in 
just two months. If we project this 
rate of increase over the next two 
years, every QL User in North 
America will have to join twice. 


Many thanks to Joyce Blaho who 
completed the graphics for our 
cover. We expect ooh-ing and ah-ing 
from all. 


A fiscal note to all who care. While 
you are ranting and raving about 
collusion and gouging by oil specu- 
lators as a result of Middle Eastern 
turmoil, there is a more important 
consequence of it all. 


The US Dollar (USD) is heading 
south relative to the British Pound 
(£). At this writing, the exchange 
rate was about 2USD/1£. 


You may expect that the price of 
imported QL software and hardware 
will jump by at least 15-20%. Don't 
put off buying what you planned to 
buy anyway! 
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The NESQLUG NEWS is the Journal 
of the New England Sinclair QL User 
Group. It is published bi-monthly. 


Annual membership is $10.00 in 
North America. Overseas wembers 
pay commensurably higher to cover 
air mail. 
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We meet bi-monthly on the first 
Saturday of odd-numbered months. 
The exception is if the date 
coincides with a holiday weekend, in 
which case we meet the following 
Saturday. 


NEXT MEETING 


The NESQLUG will weet from 11:00am 
to 4:00pm, Saturday, September 8, at 
the home of Al & Dorothy Boehw, 33 
Selfridge Road, Bedford, MA. Call 
(617) 275-1097 for directions. Come 
as early as 9:00 for coffee and to 
help set up. 


xEER 


The newsletter exchange policy is 
we-send-you-ours-il'- you-send-us- 
yours (WSYOIYSUY) and you have 
something to say about the QL. 


Please forward exchange issues tu 
Joyce Blaho, 971 Fellsway #3, 
Medford, MA 02155, 


phone 
Director Al Boehm, 33 Selfridge Ad, Bedford, MA 01730 (617) 275-1097 
Treasurer Dick Taylor, 309 Holly Cir, Tiverton, R! 02878 (401) 624-2035 
Membership Se'xy " " 
Librarian. ed kingsley, 16 highland ave, saugus, ma 91906 (617) 233-3671 


Editor Petar Hale, 195 Central Ave, Chelsea, MA 92150 


(617) 889-0835 
Newsletter Liason Joyce Blaho, 971 Fellsway #3, Medford, MA 02755 


(617) 391-7331 
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MEETING MINUTES 
by Dorothy Boehm, Secretary 


The New England Sinclair QL User 
Group met at the home of Al Boehm 
on July 7, 1990. There were 17 
people present: Al and Dorothy 
Boehm, Joyce Blaho, Peter Hale, Gary 
Norton, Norm Shein, ed kingsley, 
Don Burns, John Wloch, Sherman 
Waterman, Mike Jonas, Bill Clark, 
Fred Romer, Dick Taylor, Roy 
Arsenault, Mike Mitchell, Bill and 
Mary Cable and son, Rigel. 


Joyce Blaho demonstrated a Decimal 
Program that converts a number to 
the decimal equivalent to two places. 
She also showed her creation - logo 
NESQLUG for the QL newsletter. 


Gary Norton showed two programs, 
Pontoon and Compactor. Pontoon is 
a Black Jack game that can be 
Played without betting. Compactor 
is a SuperBASIC file that removes 
Rem Statements and unneeded 
Spaces to make a smaller program. 


Dick Taylor demonstrated Spass that 
increases microdrive Speed by 
500%!!! A fast screen load was truly 
impressive, 


Don Burns talked about hardware 
upgrades and controlling things 
with the QL. He seeks collaborators. 


Mike Jonas demonstrated a multi- 
tasking program and a QL Flight 
game. 

Fred Romer shared how there can 
be a link-up from a 2068 to a QL 
via LAN (local area network). 


Norm Shein sought help in getting 
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his Digital C Compiler to work. 
Mike Jonas admitted some expertise 
with C and three others said thay 
were interested in C, enough so 
that there was some talk of a QL C 
Sub-Group. 


Bill Clark shared information about 
a supplier of custom software and 
hardware interfaces with computer, 
and a Centronics interface to 
printer. This is not yet available 
for the QL. 


Bil Cable ran a SuperBASIC Dart 
Game that had very good graphics. 
Peter Hale demonstrated three 
contributions: Crazy Cards, Baton 
Twirler, and QLart. Baton Twirler 
rotates a line leaving fractal-like 
trails. QLart is a graphics program 
that creates interesting screen pat- 
terns using random numbers and 
Standard SuperBASIC graphics. 


If yous ab needs repairs, Dan Elliot 
at Promised Land Electronics, Rt 1, 


Box 117, Cabool, MO; phone: (314) 
739-1712 was recommended. 
Sherman Waterman Suggested that 


other QL groups should be contact- 
ed to swap information to build up 
our library. 


P.S. I hope that I didn't miss any- 
thing important because I was 
upstairs getting lunch ready, 


Editor's note: No, Dorothy, you got 
every thing important and a lot of 
stuff I didn't know about! 


DIRECTIONS FROM 
THE DIRECTOR 
by Al Boehm 


It was with some amazement that I 
read in the last NESQLUG newsletter 


that I was assigned the title of 
director. I remember voluntering to 
set up the meetings, then I 
remember leaving the room to get 


Some coffee - oh well, I'll try to do 
my best. 


I am very busy and not often home 
in the evening. The best time to 


cont page 7 
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ORDERING OVERSEAS 
by Dick Taylor 


Ordering software and/or hardware 
directly from overseas can be very 
simple and rewarding or difficult, 
drawn-out and frustrating. 


The most difficult hurdle to over- 
come is foreign currency exchange. 
Unlike the rest of the developed 
world, where currency exchange is 
a normal part of everyday transac- 
tions, U.S. banks are unprepared to 
supply foreign currency and have 
to order it from a Federal Reserve 
Bank or their main bank. 


Few banks have any idea of how to 
transfer funds electronically over- 
seas, or if they can, then the 
charges are prohibitive. 


Many banks will issue a Cashier's 
Check in Pounds, but the charge 
for this the last time I checked was 
$12.50, often more than the amount 
of the check. 


The other major cost in overseas 
ordering is postage. It can easily 
cost $10.00 to send an order airmail, 
which I always request as it can 
take 7-10 weeks by surface mail. 


What I have found works best when 
ordering from overseas is to use a 
major credit card if they will accept 
it and I have not dealt with them 
before. The advantage of this is 
that I can cancel the payment if I 
don't receive the merchandise, and 
the costs are based upon the 
exchange rate the day the company 
posts it. This is probably the 
cheapest and safest way to conduct 
a transaction. 


The alternative method I use is to 
buy Traveler's Cheques in foreign 
denominations offered by AAA. 
Triple A charges no fee for 
Traveler's Checks and this service 
alone justifies their annual fee. An 
additional advantage of this method 
is that I can stock up on Traveler's 
Cheques when the exchange rate is 
favorable for purchasing Pounds, 
German Marks or Italian Lira. 

cont. page 7 
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COMPUTER WIDOWS 
and ORPHANS, etc... 
by Al Boehm 


Last meeting Mrs. Cable and her 
son, Rigel, enjoyed visiting at the 
Boehm's house although she did not 
attend the meeting proper. (They 
had been specifically invited.) 


We (Al and Dorothy Boehm) would 
like to extend an invitation to the 
other members of your families to 
visit on the day of the meeting, 
particularly if it is a nice day. 


We have a fair sized lawn and a 
nice walking trail right across the 
street. Plus there are a host of 
things to see in nearby Concord 
and Lexington. 


There are two sets of people who 
may greatly benefit by attending. 


First, there are some computer wid- 
ows who may want to learn a little 
about the computer without losing 
face by querying their husbands. 


Second, there must be some kids 
who use the QL if only for games. 
A separate room could be set up for 
them. 


It's probably smart to give us a call 
first so we can set up to handle 
you. But by all means come. 


WANT AD 


Drinking too much coffee waiting for 
those SuperBASIC programs to load? 
When they finally run, are they oh, 
so S..L..0..W?? And wouldn't you 


really rather multi-task than 
switch? 

Then Compile them - and watch 
them fly !!!! 


FOR SALE... SUPERCHARGE, the 
Special Edition 
by Digital Precision 
Latest Version - No Copy Protection 
Original cartridge and manual 
For me over $60 .... For you $39 
ed kingsley (617) 233-3671 
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THE SWITCH TO DISK 
by Gary Norton 


I originally bought the Sinclair QL 
computer in order to get a machine 
that had "real computer" features at 
a price I felt I could not refuse. 


This was in 1987 when IBM compats 
were selling for $2,000 or more and 
the market was saturated with game 
playing computers, such as the C-64 
and various Atari models. For a 
mere $100 I could get a fairly 
powerful, real computer, with free 
software to boot! 


I have owned earlier Sinclair 
computers, the ZX-80 and the ZX-81, 
and I knew that Clive could stuff a 
lot into a little package. I was 
therefore not surprised by what I 
received. There were a few bugs 
like lock up, but any owner of the 
ZX computers gets used to such 
things as unannounced crashes, etc. 


The biggest headache turned out to 
be the medium Sinclair chose to 
save data - the infamous micro- 
drives. Besides the dreaded "Bad 
or Changed Medium" message anyone 
using this system hopes never 
happens to him or her, it is 
inevitable this will occur. 


This, however, was not a major 
deciding factor in moving up to 
disk drives. You can always make a 
backup copy, but I was also twice 
plagued with faulty microdrives. 


After finally getting the microdrives 
functional, as well as getting a new 
Dan Elliott power supply, I felt I 
had a machine that could do 
anything. Then, I was told that the 
microdrive cartridges were out of 
production, were selling for about a 
week's salary each, and would soon 
be unavailable at any price. IL was 
then that I decided to bite the 
bullet and get disk drives. 


I started shopping around. Nothing 
was available locally for a price |I 
was willing to pay. 


Next, a call to Sharp's. They had 
the drives, but no interface except 
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for the Trump Card. Since I 
already had the 512K Expanderam, I 
quickly decided against that. 


I finally placed my order with RMG 
Enterprises in Oregon. 


After a several weeks wait, they 
finally came. Although you order the 
drives, case, and cables separately 
from RMG, they thoughtfully put it 
all together before shipping. All I 
had to do was plug it in and start. 


An bonus in going to disk drives is 
that a Toolkit with useful commands 
is included in the disk interface. 


I had ordered a Cumana interface, 
but a Kempston interface was 
substituted; apparently Cumanas are 
no longer available. The Toolkit 
included with this interface is not 
the Toolkit II almost everyone is 
familiar with. It may be the original 
Toolkit I. It has most of the useful 
features of Toolkit I, with one big 
exception. It does not have "WCOPY" 
to save time duplicating files. 


My drives are Double Density (720 
sectors/360 Kbyte). The two greatest 
advantages with disk drives are 
increased speed and far greater 
storage capacity. I squeezed all four 
Psion applications onto one disk, 
along with a menu driven boot 
Program to select any of the four, 
as well as to make available the two 
disk drives and both microdrives, 
or just the disk drives, by fooling 
the computer into thinking that the 
disk drives are the microdrives. 


I did have to omit the prinics 
driver and the help files to make 
everything fit on the one double 
density disk. 


The greatest challenge I had to face 
in converting my programs from 
cartridge to disk was the code in 
some of the programs. 


AS you are probably aware, many 
programs are drive specific. For 
example, you ‘have to have the 
operating program in Microdrive 1 
and the file cartridge in Drive 2. 
cont. page 6 
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NESQLUG SOFTWARE, 
LIBRARY UPDATE 
by ed kingalcy 


Our thanks to the many of you who 
brought in (and demonstrated) soft- 
ware at the June meeting. We had 
a record turnout the last time we 
met, and virtually everyone took 
one or more new programs home 
with them to key in. 


For the benefit of those unfamiliar 
with these programs, volunteer key 
punchers please include a short 
(Quill_file) with a description or 
explanation of the program and 
examples where appropriate. Name 
the document file the same as the 
Program with a "_doc" extension. 


For "simple" SuperBasic programs 
(demo's, graphic routines and the 
like) a few cogent REMark lines at 
the beginning of the listing will 
probably suffice. Imagine yourself 
getting the program and trying to 
figure out what it is, what it does 
and how to run it. Try and imagine 
someone else doing the same thing. 


Assume that the user won't 
the QL World article to read. 


have 


Finally, why not add a note on your 
own experiences with the program? 
"Few things are more frustrating 
than that up-down emotional swing 
of anticipation and despair that 
accompanies the acquisition of a new 
piece of software which proves 
inscrutable."... Freddy Vaccha (?) 


I will be accepting all new programs 
for the LIBRARY and plan to copy 
them during the lunch break. 


It would make the copying processs 
much quicker if you would bring a 
cartridge or disk with just your 
program/doc_file(s) on it. 


Programs donated at the June 
meeting will be available on 
September 8th. We will also have the 
IMAGIX suite of programs from 
Belgium (English prompts). Please 
bring one or more formatted disks 
or cartridges (the one you bring 
your program(s) on will be fine). 


NESQLUG News 


ee 


There will have a dedicated QL set 
up for self-service copying of these 
programs at member's convenience 
during the day. 


A list of available LIBRARY Software 
as well as a list of new, unkeyed 
programs-looking-for-a-home will be 
available at the meeting. 


By the October meeting, I hope to 
have an Archive Data File available 
with a separate record for each of 
the Programs in the LIBRARY. 


There are now opportunities 
available to us to exchange our 
LIBRARY with other user groups in 
the US and abroad which will give 
us access to software not otherwise 
obtainable. Anyone out there read 
German?, Italian? 


My thanks again to those who gen- 
erously loaned me their magazines 
without which this project would 
never have gotten off the ground. 


A reminder to those individuals who 
informed me of programs they had 
already keyed-in, Al, Bill, Mike..... 
Please bring copies of them (with a 
“doc_file"’, also please) to the next 
meeting or mail them to me if you 
can't attend. 


I have been contacted by A. Parker 
Lewis III, a new member from Rhode 
Island, who is presently unable to 
attend our meetings. At his request 
I have sent him two programs to 
key-in. Thanks, A. P.! 


Other members wishing to 
Participate in absentia are also most 
welcome. (Ben Kahler, Harry Haff, 
Steve Ostrander, John Berry ..... ?) 


Editor's Note: If you cannot attend 
the meeting to make your own 
copies, please send as many 
formatted disks cartridges as you 
will need. The library including the 
IMAGIX disk now runs XXXXK. 


Also include a return shipping label 
and postage in the amount it takes 
you to send it. 
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PROGRAMS 


Aardvark 7/85 
Draughts 10-7/8 
3D Graph Generator 2-7/8 
Background Music 5/89 
Calculator 2-7/89 
Family Tree 7/85 
Graph Plotter 3/89 
Radar 3/88 
Boing 8/89 
Mode 4 Color Editor TD 


Character Write 
Data Maker/Loader 9/88 


D I Y - Customkit 7/88 
D I Y - Plot/Draw 9/89 
File Search 9-11/9 
Indentor 5/86 
Menu 4/88 
NUM Function 11/86 
PIP 11/89 
Renum Revised 9/87 
Save Variables CR 
Sorting Routines 8/88 
Windows 5/86 
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SWITCH TO DISKS cont from page 4 
These are specific commands in the 
program. They are easy to fix in 
Basic and Archive} you just go in 
and edit the lines. But what about 
other files in operating programs? 


Luckily, I have a file editor. With 
it I can enter any program to 
change a drive reference. This 
method has been successful in most 
of my programs. One exception is 
the QL Flight Simulator. I have not 
been able to crack that one yet, but 
am still not giving up. 


Even if you do not have a file 
editor, you can still use the disks 
to back up your files. If you 
haven't used disks before, you'll be 
surprised at how much they can 
hold in comparison to a microdrive 
cartridge. 


As much as I liked the QL before, I 


have new respect for its capabilities 
since receiving the disk drives. 
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ISSUE CODE ÇAT DONOR 


SB Appl S. Waterman 
AR Appi G. Norton 

SB Appl J. Wloch 

SB Game J. Blaho 

SB Graf M. Mitchell 

SB Graf M. Jonas 

SB Util J. Blaho 

SB Util A. Boehm 

MC Util M. Mitchell 

MC Util A. Boehm 

SB Util M. Jonas 

SB Util W. Cable 

SB Util A. P. Lewis III 
SB Util D. Burns 

SB Util P. Hale 

SB Util R. Arsenault 
SB Util A. P. Lewis III 
SB Util N. Shein 

SB Util E. Wider 


You still have all the benefits of the 
QL system with the major benefit of 
MS-DOS systems. 


We may still have slightly less 
speed than some MS-DOS systems, 
but try and get one of them for 
$100 with software! 


Since I purchased the disk drives, I 
have learned that microdrive cart 
ridges are now back in production 
on a limited basis. This should 
ensure an available supply, at least 
for a while. 


But, after having used the QL with 
disk drives, 1 would never go back 
to just using the cartridges - even 
if they were given to me free! 


If you don't use your QL because of 
the shortcomings of the microdrives 
and their cartridges, I recommend 
pulling it out of the closet, ordering 
one or more disk drives and getting 
back to the world of QL computing. 
I find myself using my computer far 
more often now than ever before. 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
by Dick Taylor 


My apologies to John Berry whose 
address was inadvertantly mispelled. 
The correct address is 34 Keeley 
Street, Haverhill. This mistake has 
been corrected and a copy of the 
July Newsletter dispatched to the 
correct address. 


Our membership has now grown to 
28 with the addition of; 


Joyce Blaho 
971 Fellsway Apt 3 
Medford, MA 02155 


Douglass F. Dewey 
206 James Street 
Carrboro, NC 27510 


Hugh H. Howie 
586 Oneida Dr. 
Burlington, ONT 
CANADA ITT 3V3 


A. Parker Lewis III 
95 Waite Ave. 
Cranston, RI 02905 


Mike Padlipsky 
8011 Stewart Ave. 
Los angeles, CA 90045-2742 


Fred R. Romer 
31 Fowler Street 
Jamestown, RI 02835 


A warm welcome to you all. With 
the addition of Mike and Hugh, we 
extend from sea to sea and... to 


the nethermost regions of the earth. 
SSeeeeeeecseeseeeseesesssesesesesess 


ORDERING OVERSEAS cont from p. 3 


To cut postage 
combine orders or 
with others. If you need something 
in a hurry, don't hesitate to call 
overseas suppliers. Most will speak 
English or have someone available 
who can. 


costs try and 
group orders 


Above all include information about 
your system and your group.’ Most 
dealers are also users and involved 
with user's groups. Very little 
marketing has ever been done in 
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the U.S. to QL users; consequently 
they know very little about what QL 
users are doing here. 


The advantage to ordering overseas 
is that many excellent software 
programs as well as hardware items 
are offered by small companies (one 
person), and only available direct 
from them. 


I have formed many friendships 
through ordering overseas and I 
would strongly encourage anyone to 
give it a try. 
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DIRECTIONS FROM cont from page 2 


catch me at home, (617) 275-1097, is 
between 9 and 10 in the morning. 


Here are three insights that I would 
like to share with you. 


First, I have worked with a lot of 
different computer systems from the 
old mechanical desk calculators to 
the large Cray supercomputer. What 
really counts is not their speed or 
size, but rather how much of my 
time (and aggravation) is spent 
getting a job done. Given this 
criteria, the QL ranks very high, 
and for some things - developing 
new algorithms and testing them - 
there is no better system anywhere, 
at any cost! 


Next, where have the QL hackers 
gone? Nearly all the people who 
come to the meetings have only a 
secondary (albeit vital) interest in 


the inner secrets of the QL. Their 
prime interest is to use the 
computer to do something - help 


run a business, etc. Yet the QL is 
a hacker's computer without peer. 


Finally, I am amazed at the variety 
of interests people briny to the 
meeting. The idea of encouraging 
each person make a presentation 
has really helped to make the 
meetings fruitful. 


On the other hand, the meetings are 
lasting very long and I am hard 
pressed to structure them more 
efficiently. Any suggestions? 
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